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of these Savages more deplorable than death, are a
continual reminder to us to mourn Adam’s fall, and
to submit ourselves entirely to him who still chas-
tises disobedience in his children, in so remarkable
a way, after so many centuries. Saint Theresa said
once that she never found her meditations more prof-
itable than in the mysteries in which she found our
Lord apart and alone, as if she had been in the gar-
den of Olives; and [78] she called this a part of her
simplicity. You may reckon this among my follies,
if you like; but it seems to me that we have here so
much the more leisure to caress, so to speak, and to
entertain our Lord with open heart, in the midst of
these uninhabited lands, because there are so few
people who trouble themselves about him. And, on
account of this favor, we can boldly say, Noz timebo
mala, quoniam tu mecum es. In short, I imagine that
all the Guardian Angels of these neglected and aban-
doned Nations are continually endeavoring and labor-
ing to save us from these dangers. They know well
that if there were anything in the world that ought
to give us wings, to fly back whence we came both
by obedience and by our own inclination, it would
be this misfortune, if we were not shielded from it
by the protection of Heaven. This is what excites
them to procure for us the means to guard against
it, that they may not lose the brightest hope they
have ever had, by the grace of God, of the conver-
sion of these Peoples.

I finish this discourse and this Chapter with this
sentence: If, at the sight of the difficulties and
Crosses that are here prepared for us, some one feels
himself so fortified from above that he [79] can say
it is too little, or like St. Frangois Xavier, Amplius,



